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1892 and 1924 passed through its gates. In its 
peak year, 1907, 1 million immigrants were pro-
cessed. The center handled 17 million newcom-
ers from more than 90 countries. Of the total, 
2.5 million were from Italy, 2.2 million from 
Austria-Hungary, 1.9 million from Russia, and 
633,000 from Germany. Other important entry 
ports were Boston, Baltimore, and Philadelphia.

Today, 35%–40% of the country’s popu-
lation can trace a heritage to a family member 
who passed through the immigration processing 
station on Ellis Island. In 1990, the facility was 
restored as a museum. 

As you study the history of immigration 
presented in Table 10.3, identify the years of 
the least and most number of immigrants. What 
happened in those years that affected immigra-

tion? Identify the decades of significant shifts in the major contributing countries. What impacts did 
those shifts have on the United States?

Table 10.3  Immigration to the United States

Decade Number Major Contributing Countries

1820s     152,000 Ireland, Great Britain, France

1830s     599,000 Ireland, Germany, Great Britain

1840s 1,713,000 Ireland, Germany, Great Britain

1850s 2,598,000 Germany, Ireland, Great Britain

1860s 2,315,000 Germany, Great Britain, Ireland

1870s 2,812,000 Germany, Great Britain, Ireland

1880s 5,247,000 Germany, Great Britain, Ireland

1890s 3,688,000 Italy, Austria-Hungary, Russia, Germany

1900s 8,795,000 Austria-Hungary, Italy, Russia

1910s 5,736,000 Italy, Russia, Austria-Hungary

1920s 4,107,000 Italy, Germany, Great Britain

1930s     528,000 Germany, Italy, Great Britain

1940s 1,035,000 Germany, Great Britain, Italy

1950s 2,515,000 Germany, Canada, Mexico, Italy

1907 was the peak year for immigration at Ellis Island. 
More than 1 million immigrants were processed.
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